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a strip of territory of unknown extent along
the Arabian coast of the Persian Gull It had
a government and a history of its own, run-
ning back through the centuries, of which, how-
ever, only fragments are known to us. That part
of its history which is known is little more than a
story of a half-nomad, half-agricultural and pastoral
people who kept up a running fire of efforts to
possess themselves of the rich lands and wealthy
cities of their more fortunate Babylonian neigh-
bors. The other Chaldean communities have left
even less mark of their individuality upon history.
They formed, indeed, principalities, which the
boastfuluess of Assyrian kings has elevated into
large kingdoms and endowed with great armies,
and with forces which could only be overcome by
the might of the great god Asshur. Like their
more numerous follows in the Sea Lauds, these
tilso were anxious chiefly to find a leader who
could give into their hands the possessions of the
Babylonians. Any prince of one of these small
states or communities who could win battles over
the native Babylonians was sure of a following of
Chaldeans generally, and not merely of the men
of his own community. This was the surest way
of coming out of t the limitations of a petty prince-
dom in Bit-Yakin? or in the Sea Lands, and of
becoming the king of Kaldi Land. A man who
could gain the title of king of Babylon or of king
of Burner and Accacl would stand so much above
his fellow-princes among the Chaldeans that he